ABOUT THIS TIME an elderly cousin of Monsieur Varam-
baud's, Madame Desperiers, wife of a magistrate whose
whole career had been spent in the provinces (Monsieur
Desperiers had retired when only a simple magistrate
on the Civil Tribunal at Laon, his religious convictions
having interfered with his advancement), took it
into her head to settle near her only remaining relative,
and persuaded her husband to move to Bois-Colombe,
on the outskirts of Paris. Wealthy and childless, she
had more than once indicated her intention of leaving
her personal fortune, which had come from the family
as it was, to Monsieur Varambaud. As for Madame
Varambaud, although it was with a mixture of dislike
and distrust that she viewed the arrival of this woman
whose appearance and character equally repelled her
and whose life was now to be joined so intimately
with theirs, she welcomed her with the greatest
cordiality, protesting to her husband that her own
comfort and preferences were of no importance com-
pared with his pleasure and their children's interests.
As soon as the new-comers had settled in the Varam-
bauds paid them a family visit. Soon afterwards
Michel reappeared at Bois-Colombe, this time alone.
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